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Jon Krakauer 

- Introduced to climbing by his father 
- 1976 after finishing his degree in 

Environmentalism, he went on 
become an experienced climber 

- Had written more than 60 pieces for 
Outside magazine in the past 15 
years before 1996 

- Written other books such as Into the 
Wild



Plot summary
Part 1: to the 
summit

- Krakauer goes to Nepal
- meets Robert Hall
- introduces the other climbers
- climb up to base camp 

(acclimate)
- repeat process until camp 3
- push to camp 4, final ascent
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- descent and blizzard
- Krakauer makes it to camp
- Boukreev starts rescue 

attempts
- clients die
- Hall and Fisher die 
- return with dangerous 

descent

Plot Summary
Part 2: descent and 
death



The Dangers of 
Everest
The Climb

- not the most 
technical

- not to be 
underestimated

- steep falls
- becoming stuck after 

fall
- virtually no rescue
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The cold

- temperatures on everest 
never pass 0°C

- median temp is at -19°C
- slows processes and brain
- no long breaks or body 

heat will stop
- frostbite forms, complete 

cell death
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The height

- timer as soon as camp 
three

- brain cells die every minute 
without oxygen

- harder to perform tasks
- HAPE as deadliest 

condition
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Scenes - A Close Reading Of Death 

- A critical narrative approach 

- Treating the scenes as a close reading 

- Book feels fiction, how is it read when approached as such



Jon’s return to Camp Four 
and mistaken Identity - p93



Jon’s return to Camp Four 
and mistaken Identity - p93

What narrative techniques 
can you identify? 



Jon’s return to Camp Four and 
mistaken Identity - p93

- First person point of view 
- Homodiegetic  
- Vivid description 
- Emotional 
- “ We’d fucking done it. We’d 

climbed Everest.” 
- Line break for Tone change 
- Positioning of this section



Chapter 
Sixteen: 
Realisation 



Multi-layered Text



Yasuko’s death p288

- Yasuko Namba
- Oldest woman to have 

submitted Mt Everest at the 
time

- Extremely experience 
climber 

- Heterodiegetic
- Journalist style 



Rob’s Phone call - “On 
screen death” p235

- Narrator is not directly involved in 
this event 

- Conveys the disorientation that 
comes with lack of oxygen well 

- Contrast of talking to his wife 
against the image of his corpse 
on the mountain

- Personal and emotive 
conversation conveys a better 
sense of the disaster to readers.

- Moral challenges   



Disaster + 
controversy

- Krakauer critical of a lot of 
aspects including Boukreev 
and himself

- he misidentified Andy 
Harris, directly leading to 
his death

- Rob Stayed to long on the 
peek

- Boukreev went without 
Oxygen and had to go 
down first

- describes Boukreevs heroic 
rescue missions
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Controversy

- Boukreev felt attacked by 
Krakauers statements

- The Climb as answer
- long serious beef between 

them
- Boukreev died before they 

could reconcile
- more clout for the books 

than without
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Ongoing Controversy - Nearly 3 decades later 
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Ongoing Controversy - Nearly 3 decades later 



Post Colonial 
Reading; Critical 
Analysis/ Framing 

Edmund Burke, in his Enquiry of 1757, identifies the 
“passion” caused by the sublime as “astonishment […] 
that state of the soul, in which all its motions are 
suspended, with some degree of horror” (57). This 
passion is aroused by the contemplation of something 
of overwhelming greatness, something beyond human 
control or comprehension. This greatness consists in 
such things as obscurity, vastness and power, and 
gives rise to terror, “the ruling principle of the sublime” 
(58).

- Philip Dickinson, Postcolonial romanticisms 2007



Post Colonial 
Reading; Critical 
Analysis/ Framing 

- Subverts the Sublime ?

- Or redirects it ? 



Questions 

- Is it ethical to write a personal account of the disaster? And at that, is it 
ethical to profit off of it ? 

- Did you feel that feeling of sublime while reading? 

- What do you think of the continuing controversy? Is it productive ?
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